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Week 4 - Term 3, 2017. 
 

 
FOCUS ON TEACHING AS A CAREER 
 
Recent Changes to Entry Requirements for Initial Teacher Education Courses 
 
The Victorian Government, in partnership with the Victorian Institute of Teaching, have introduced a new 
selection framework for all Initial Teacher Education courses taking applications for 2018 and beyond.  
Under the framework, applicants’ academic capabilities and non-academic capabilities (personal attributes) 
must be assessed for suitability. The Victorian Government’s purpose is “to raise entry standards and 
attract high quality candidates from diverse backgrounds into the teaching profession”. 
This means that current Year 12 students seeking entry to an undergraduate education course must have a 
minimum ATAR of 65 (from 2019, the minimum ATAR will be 70). Students are also required to complete a 
non-cognitive online test, called CASPer, to assess their personal attributes. 
 
CASPer is taken online and is composed of 12 sections. Each section contains video or word-based 
scenarios followed by three open-ended, follow-up questions. Applicants have five minutes to answer the 
questions that follow each scenario. The test is designed to allow applicants to demonstrate their “soft 
skills”: personal and professional characteristics like communication, ethics and empathy.  
CASPer costs $80 to sit and is valid for all Victorian institutions you apply to, through VTAC. CASPer can 
only be taken online, on specific dates between September and January. For guaranteed consideration for 
courses commencing in 2018, tests must be sat prior to 30 November 2017 for Round 1 offers. 
For more information see the VTAC CASPer factsheet. 
 
In addition to these entry requirements it is also important to note that students will be required to complete 
and pass the Literacy and Numeracy Test for Initial Teacher Education Students before graduating from a 
Bachelor degree. Some universities will require completion of this test in the first semester of the course. 
For information, go to https://teacheredtest.acer.edu.au/. 
 
 
Scholarships - Get Paid to Study and finish uni with a guaranteed job 
 
A range of scholarships are available through the NSW Department of Education: 
 
Cadetships for HSC students wanting to become Teachers 
Students in Years 10 -12 who are interested in becoming a teacher. Work part-time in a school whilst 
studying and graduate with a permanent teaching position with a cadetship from the NSW Department of 
Education. Applications are now open - www.teach.nsw.edu.au/getpaidtostudy/cadetships  
 
Get paid to study to teach in a rural or remote area 
HSC students can get paid while they study to become a primary or secondary teacher in a rural or remote 
NSW public school. Students are guaranteed a permanent job, $6000 per year of full time study and $5000 
appointment allowance. Applications are now open - www.teach.nsw.edu.au/getpaidtostudy/teach-rural-
scholarships  
 
Get paid to become a teacher! 
Students interested in becoming a teacher can get paid to study to become a teacher of a high-demand 
subject area. Teacher Education Scholarships are available to future teachers of mathematics, science 
(with physics), selected Technological and Applied Studies (TAS) subjects or special education (K-12). 
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http://vtac.edu.au/files/pdf/publications/CASPer.pdf
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Applications are now open - www.teach.nsw.edu.au/getpaidtostudy/teacher-education-scholarships  
 
For other opportunities and scholarships visit - www.teach.nsw.edu.au/getpaidtostudy  
 
 
 
 
Mr. S Martin 
(Career Adviser) 
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VOCATIONAL AND HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS 
 

Tertiary Applications for 2018 NOW OPEN 
Tertiary applications are now open (closing Thursday 28 September). Please see a list of resources below 
to assist students (and their parents/guardians) navigate the application process. This information 
supplements the HSC & Tertiary Information Night on Wednesday 30 August. Students will also meet one-
one-one with Mr Martin to discuss post-school options during the first week of September. Parent/guardians 
are welcome to attend these interviews. 

 Tertiary Application Process 2017 
 University Applications Key Dates 
 Year 11 and 12 Booklet – all about the HSC, the ATAR and choosing tertiary courses 
 University Survival Guide 
 Scholarships Toolkit  
 University Accommodation Resource  

These resources can also be accessed from the Careers page of the School website. 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Passionate about ICT but not sure what careers would suit you? 
Careers Foundation has developed an interactive ‘ICT Career Wheel’. The wheel is broken up into four 
main career areas and contains videos, key links and career information. To access the Wheel, go to 
http://bit.ly/2flU5a3  
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
What careers can engineering lead to? 
Refraction Media has developed three posters showcasing careers that a degree in engineering can lead 
to. Download the information here - http://bit.ly/2vFadcP  
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Year 9 Beacon Interviews 

http://www.teach.nsw.edu.au/getpaidtostudy/teacher-education-scholarships
http://www.teach.nsw.edu.au/getpaidtostudy
http://www.moamagrammar.nsw.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Tertiary-Application-Process-2017-1.pdf
http://www.moamagrammar.nsw.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/University-Applications-Key-Dates.pdf
http://www.uac.edu.au/documents/publications/year11-12-booklet.pdf
https://engage.cef.org.au/survival-guide/
http://www.moamagrammar.nsw.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Tertiary-Scholarships-Toolkit-1.pdf
http://www.moamagrammar.nsw.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/University-Accommodation-Resource-1.pdf
http://www.moamagrammar.nsw.edu.au/teaching-and-learning/secondary-school-7-12/careers-education/
http://bit.ly/2flU5a3
http://bit.ly/2vFadcP
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This week all Year 9 participated in the Beacon Mock Interview program. We were fortunate to have 
interviewers representing the following local businesses and organisations - Agriculture Victoria, Insurance 
House, Campaspe Shire, Beacon Board, Murray River Council, Moama Bowling Club and Moama RSL. 
Students gave the following comments and reflections on their experience: 

 “Friendly person, great feedback on how to structure a resume” – Patrick 

 “Great experience, good to know what an interview is like” – Cameron 

 “Experience was worth it. I feel more confident for a real interview” – Jenna 

 “I enjoyed all the tips and realistic experiences I gained while doing the interview” – Nixon 

 “Explained what to do and what needs to be said in an interview. Great experience” – Kelsie  

 “Wasn’t as scary as I thought” – Lilli 
For more comments and photos, head to - www.facebook.com/beaconem/  
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
The Good Careers Guide 
The Good Careers Guide is a comprehensive resource assisting students to commence their career 
journey. It features more than 400 job descriptions, with details of personal requirements, typical 
tasks, training pathways and employment opportunities, while also providing information about the world of 
work and how to find employment. It is available as a print guide, website and e-book. An interactive 
app, Good Education AR, complements the guide and provides additional interactive elements, download 
the app from iTunes or Google Play. 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Applying to the University of Melbourne? 
Applicants from rural or isolated area are guaranteed a place in one of the following degrees, providing you 
meet course prerequisites and achieve the minimum ATAR:  

 Science - 78 

 Design - 78 

 Arts – 80  

 Commerce – 88 

 Biomedicine – 92  
To apply for Access Melbourne, apply for the desired course/s through VTAC and complete the VTAC 
SEAS application form. 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Billy Blue College of Design Scholarships 
Billy Blue is a private college located at Melbourne offering courses in Graphic Design, Interior Design, 
Fashion Design, Digital Media and Photography. Their scholarship program for the 2018 intake is now open 
and will close on the 27th of August. For information, go to www.billyblue.edu.au/   
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
St Hilda’s College 
St Hilda’s College invites you to our annual Open Day, Sunday 20 August 2017. We are a young, vibrant 
residential College of the University of Melbourne, your future home away from home! St Hilda’s will be 
open from 9am – 5pm, so come and check out what residential College can offer you in terms of academic 
help during your degree and support during your transition to university. We look forward to meeting you. 
For more information please go to www.hildas.unimelb.edu.au 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
OPEN DAY DATES 
 
Saturday 12 August 

 La Trobe University, Albury-Wodonga, http://bit.ly/1BGrG35 

 UTAS, Launceston, http://bit.ly/1tGD3B8 
 
Sunday 13 August 

 Monash University, Business Open House, http://bit.ly/2aVcXJc 

http://www.facebook.com/beaconem/
https://www.goodcareersguide.com.au/
http://ebook.goodcareersguide.com.au/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/good-education-ar/id1104087445
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.plattar.goodeducationar
https://access.unimelb.edu.au/
http://www.billyblue.edu.au/
http://www.hildas.unimelb.edu.au/
http://bit.ly/1BGrG35
http://bit.ly/1tGD3B8
http://bit.ly/2aVcXJc
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 Australian Catholic University, Melbourne, http://bit.ly/2qLXb7d  

 RMIT, http://bit.ly/1nDwIzK  

 Australian College of Applied Psychology, Melbourne, http://bit.ly/2u0dsvw  

 Navitas College of Public Safety, Melbourne, http://bit.ly/2aFBvF0  

 JMC Academy, http://bit.ly/2pvHAJk  

 William Angliss, Melbourne, http://bit.ly/2wiZ6UP  

 Academy of Interactive Entertainment, Melbourne, http://bit.ly/1hsNG8q  

 Photography Studies College, Melbourne, http://bit.ly/2vHuShb  
 
Wednesday 16 August 

 La Trobe University, Mildura, http://bit.ly/1BGrG35 
 
Sunday 20 August 

 Deakin University, Geelong campuses, http://bit.ly/1N0i0kr  

 The University of Melbourne, http://bit.ly/1LUTq3O  

 Monash University, Parkville, http://bit.ly/2aVcXJc  

 Victoria University, http://bit.ly/2uwcMd3  

 Melbourne Polytechnic, http://bit.ly/2venKFR  

 Box Hill Institute, Lilydale, http://bit.ly/2vHo2s4 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
PLAN FOR OPEN DAYS 
 
Each year universities, TAFE Institutes and private colleges open their doors to the public to showcase 
what they can offer to future students. To ensure you make the right decisions about what you would like to 
study after school, it is essential you attend as many open days as possible. 
 
Step 1 
Make a list of the institutions you would like to visit. Use the course search function on VTAC – 
www.vtac.edu.au to explore Victorian courses and on UAC – www.uac.edu.au to explore NSW and ACT 
courses. 
 
Step 2 
Explore the Open Day websites for the institutions you would like to visit. Sign up to receive email updates 
or join Open Day Facebook/Instagram pages. View videos of last year’s events if they are available. 
 
Step 3 
Download the Open Day program from the institute website and campus maps. Highlight which seminars 
and demonstrations you would like to attend. Alternatively, use the online planner. 
 
Step 4 
Make a list of questions you would like to ask on the day. Take along a note pad and pen and attend as 
many seminars as possible. You may be able to visit two institutions if their Open Days fall on the same 
date.  
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
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