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Week 4 - Term 1, 2018. 
 

 
FOCUS ON TERTIARY INFORMATION SESSIONS 

 
It’s never too early to start considering your future career directions. Many students often feel lost about 
what they would like to study and many feel like they don’t know where to start.  
 
There are many things to consider-  

 Complete Year 12 or leave school early?  

 Vocational or higher education?  

 Have a gap year or go straight into further study?  

 Can I afford to move away if I can’t study locally?  
 
For students and their families who haven’t been to a university or TAFE information session, there are 
even more questions-  

 Where can I study the course I am interested in?  

 How do I choose between several courses across several institutions?  

 How much will my course cost?  

 How do I find out about scholarships?  

 What if I don’t obtain the ATAR I need?  

 What is university and TAFE actually like?  
 
These decisions can be difficult to make, and then you have the added pressure of focusing on your 
studies and other commitments like sport, hobbies and employment.  
 
Not only can it be tough for students, but also for families!  

 Where do we access information?  

 How do we best support our child?  

 How can we afford the costs associated with further study? 

 Will Youth Allowance be available?  
 
 
Apart from meeting with your career adviser early in the year, it is a great idea to attend information 
sessions run by vocational and university institutes. Many run focus days and information seminars 
throughout the year, and most run Open Days in August and September.  
 
By attending information sessions, you and your family will be able to do the following: 

 Speak directly to current students and lecturers about the courses you are interested in. 

 Look around the campus and get a feel for the culture of the institution (e.g., does it have a modern 
or traditional feel? Do you think it would be easy to meet people? Would you prefer to study at a 
small or large campus?). 

 Learn about scholarships, course costs, government fee assistance, global exchange programs and 
accommodation options. 

 Ask about alternative pathway programs available in case you don’t get the ATAR you need for your 
course. 

 Attend workshops and sessions on the courses you are interested in and compare facilities and 
student services between institutions.  
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Attending information sessions will assist you in setting new career goals or firming up ideas you already 
have. Having a course or courses in mind can also assist you in feeling more motivated to work hard at 
school.  
 
Information sessions are usually free and you may have to register. Start to map out session dates on a 
calendar and pick the ones you will be able to attend. See the tertiary information sessions in the Upcoming 
Events below as a starting point.  
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VOCATIONAL AND HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS 
 
Do I have to sit the UMAT? Applying for Medicine, Dentistry, Oral Health, or Optometry? 
If you are applying for any of these health science courses, you may need to sit the Undergraduate Medical 
Admissions Test (UMAT).  
This is a three-part test that you sit in July 2018 and selected universities use your UMAT score as part of 
the selection process, in conjunction with your ATAR and in some cases an interview.  
You will be tested on the following- logical reasoning and problem solving, understanding people and non-
verbal reasoning.  
You will only have one chance to sit the UMAT this year- the test will be held Wednesday 25 July. You 
must be in Year 12 and you must register online to sit the test by 5pm Friday 1 June.  
You have the choice to start preparing for the test early. There are several private companies who offer 
commercial preparation programs – www.nie.edu.au/ and www.medentry.edu.au/ are examples. 
 
It is important to note that the universities who use the UMAT do not endorse any of these companies 
and you will receive free preparation materials once you register for the test (registration is now open). 
 
Please go to http://umat.acer.edu.au/ for more information about the UMAT and to see if you have to sit the 
test. You can also join the ACER UMAT Facebook page to keep up to date with key information, 
http://on.fb.me/1JTvUsf  
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Making the most of your time at school 
If you have just started back at school and you aren’t feeling motivated or engaged, the staff at Australian 
Apprenticeships Pathways have written an article with great advice about how you can become more 

http://www.nie.edu.au/
http://www.medentry.edu.au/
http://umat.acer.edu.au/
http://on.fb.me/1JTvUsf
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connected with your learning and your career development. The article covers school subjects, VET 
subjects, school based apprenticeships, work experience and paid work. You can read the article here - 
http://bit.ly/2FdEHFx  
They have also written an article just for parents and families called ‘opening the door to new opportunities 
for your child’. You can access it at this link - http://bit.ly/2BCiZeu  
 
Interested in agriculture and/or veterinary science? 
To keep up to date with news and course information at the University of Melbourne Faculty of Veterinary 
and Agricultural Sciences: 

 Follow the news blog at http://bit.ly/2lmjlMe and 

 Join the Pre Ag Club at http://bit.ly/1XZ6E6H   
 BACK TO CONTENTS 

 
Passionate about all things automotive? 

Have you considered a career working with cars? Vantage Automotive is an organization dedicated to 

assisting students to forge a career in the automotive industry. They work with Volvo, Skoda, Audi, Jaguar, 

Land Rover and Volkswagon. To read about the amazing work they do and student testimonials, go to 

http://bit.ly/1MLU82s  

  BACK TO CONTENTS 
 

Creative Arts and Design career articles from The Footnotes website: 

 9 questions you’ve wanted to ask a wedding photographer 

 Why are your parents worried about you entering fashion? 

 What is an interior designer? 

 What is an interior architecture degree? 

 The Graduate Tour: Tattoo Artist 

 What does a video producer do? 

 Advice on being a successful jewelry designer 

 UX/UI design was the most popular job in 2017, but what is it? 

 Going on exchange whilst studying a creative arts course 

 Six lessons for finding success in the creative world told by six of the best 

 QnA with an illustrator 

To read the articles, go to http://bit.ly/2EDi3oT 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Do you love Maths, Science and Health? 
Have you considered studying biomedical engineering? “Biomedical engineering sits at the intersection of 
technology and human biology – applying the latest developments in computing, robotics and 
nanotechnology to medicine to ensure a better life for all of us.  
Biomedical engineers create new technologies that improve disease diagnosis, find new and better ways of 
patient monitoring, revolutionise medical treatment and so much more”.  
You can specialise in areas such as:  

 Biomechanics 

 Biosignal Processing 

 Medical Imaging 

 Biomaterials 

 Neural Engineering 

 Computational Modelling 

 Tissue Engineering 

 Surgical Instruments and Medical Devices 

 Telehealth 
“If you’re fascinated by human anatomy and curious about artificial intelligence and robotics then you’re 
going to love exploring biomedical engineering”. UNSW have put together a website featuring different 

http://bit.ly/2FdEHFx
http://bit.ly/2BCiZeu
http://bit.ly/2lmjlMe
http://bit.ly/1XZ6E6H
http://bit.ly/1MLU82s
http://bit.ly/2EDi3oT
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types of biomedical engineering and profiles of students and alumni, http://bit.ly/1oWGNAd  
The following are examples of biomedical engineering courses:  

 University of Melbourne: Master of Engineering (Biomedical), http://bit.ly/2kCNOIM  

 RMIT: Bachelor of Engineering (Biomedical) (Honours), http://bit.ly/2eFbRji  

 Monash University: Master of Advanced Engineering (Medical Engineering), http://bit.ly/2Hq14Z3  

 Swinburne University: Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) majoring in Biomedical Engineering, 
http://bit.ly/2sAOp27  

 University of Newcastle: Bachelor of Medical Engineering (Honours), http://bit.ly/2CsWRA7  

 UNSW: concurrent Bachelor of Engineering degree (e.g., Bioinformatics) with a Master of 
Biomedical Engineering, http://bit.ly/2EMbDap   

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Army, Navy and Air Force Gap Year 
The Australian Defence Force Gap Year program provides an opportunity for young Australians, who have 
finished Year 12 to experience military training and lifestyle whilst gaining new skills and pay over their Gap 
Year in the Army, Navy or Air Force.  
You will earn more than $45,000, have subsidised accommodation and full medical and dental coverage. 
There are a variety of roles available to apply for. Applications are now open for current Year 12 students. 
You can register your interest and to receive updates at this link - http://bit.ly/244jYe0  

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Headmasters – Hair, Beauty, Fashion and Make-up 
Headmasters is a private College in Melbourne. The Institute offers students the opportunity to begin their 
careers in the dynamic and creative world of Hair, Beauty, Fashion and Make-up with intensive hands-on 
practical training. For information on courses and to book a campus tour, go to http://bit.ly/2lzXV0S  

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Charles Sturt University- ‘MyDay’ seminars 
MyDay’s showcase over 40 courses. April events include Animal Science, Veterinary Science, Equine 
Science, Dental Science, Physiotherapy, Pharmacy and Clinical Science etc. Register to receive updates at 
this link, http://bit.ly/2kVYa5R  

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Monash University- ‘Inside Monash’ seminars 
These events showcase different faculties within the University. The seminars run over several months and 
students have to book in advance. Dates haven’t been released yet, but you can bookmark the Inside 
Monash page at this link to check for updates - http://bit.ly/2ki2NYw  

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Melbourne University – ‘Meet Melbourne’ 
Representatives from the University will be visiting several regional locations to advise students and 
parents about courses, career outcomes, housing options, scholarships and student services. The following 
are several events running in March: 

 Tuesday 13 March: Bendigo  

 Wednesday 14 March: Echuca 

 Tuesday 20 March: Shepparton 
For more information and to register, go to http://bit.ly/2lzP67x  

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Melbourne University Interstate Student Day 
Rather than focusing on course information readily available on our website, this event looks specifically at 
the Melbourne experience for interstate students. 
The program includes information about the application process, scholarship opportunities, student 
services, accommodation options and financial assistance. They will also have the chance to ask current 

http://bit.ly/1oWGNAd
http://bit.ly/2kCNOIM
http://bit.ly/2eFbRji
http://bit.ly/2Hq14Z3
http://bit.ly/2sAOp27
http://bit.ly/2CsWRA7
http://bit.ly/2EMbDap
http://bit.ly/244jYe0
http://bit.ly/2lzXV0S
http://bit.ly/2kVYa5R
http://bit.ly/2ki2NYw
http://bit.ly/2lzP67x
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interstate students about their experiences and hear how they managed the transition to Melbourne and 
experience what it’s like to live in one of our Residential Colleges with lunch in a college dining hall as well 
as a college tour.  
 When the main program finishes at 3.30pm participants can also opt to stay on for extra tours of our 
Residential Colleges or the Victorian College of the Arts at the beautiful Southbank Campus. 
Date: Monday 16 April 2018 
Location: University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria 3010 
REGISTER NOW 

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
A Day at Melbourne University 
Prospective students and their families are invited to participate in the ‘A Day at Melbourne’ program on the 
6th of April. You will learn about:  

 Undergraduate degrees and graduate pathways at Melbourne 

 Unique opportunities to enrich your degree such as concurrent diplomas and going on exchange 
and study abroad 

 Admissions and entry requirements 

 Access Melbourne and Melbourne Scholarships 

 Accommodation options 
You will also be able to participate in a session focused on the course you are interested in. Registrations 
will open soon, http://bit.ly/2EG1RqT  

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
La Trobe University - ‘Experience La Trobe’ 
These events are designed for future students to get a taste of what it’s like to be a La Trobe student for a 
day. You will be able to: chat with staff and course advisers, participate in structured workshops focused on 
your desired career/course and talk to student ambassadors about studying at La Trobe. Parents are 
welcome. Upcoming dates are as follows: 

 Melbourne – Friday 6 April and Friday 6 July 

 Albury-Wodonga – Sunday 1 July 

 Bendigo – Wednesday 4 July 
For more information and to register your interest, please go to http://bit.ly/1RiIhxz  

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Interested in nursing? 
The Australian College of Nursing is hosting a Nursing and Health Expo on Saturday 28 April at The 
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre between 8.30am – 1.30pm. You will be able to:  

 Meet a range of nursing and health organisations 

 Explore career pathways  

 Find out about educational opportunities  
For more information, go to http://bit.ly/2H8JKY8    

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Defence Force Careers Expo 
Defence Force Recruiting will be running a Career Expo in Melbourne for prospective applicants on 23,, 24 
and 25 of February. You will be able to: 

 Attend career briefings & presentations 

 Learn about leadership programs & activities 

 Speak one on one with Military members 

 View Navy, Army and Air Force equipment, vehicles & capability demonstrations 

 Participate in the DFR Virtual Reality Experience  

 View Navy helicopter simulators 

 See Army vehicles on display from the School of Transport and field hospital displays 

 View the Federation Guard and Special Forces Training Centre displays 
Entry is free and no registration is required, http://bit.ly/2Hv6MZI  

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
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