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Week 3 - Term 4, 2021. 
 

 
FEATURE ON VET PATHWAYS 
 
Vocational education and training (VET) includes traineeships, apprenticeships and TAFE study.  
 
4 out of 5 parents report that they would prefer their child to go to university than study VET, 
http://bit.ly/2vPBkPF but it is crucial that both parents and students take the time to understand the VET 
sector, and that a preference for just university study may in some cases limit a young persons potential.  
Between 20 – 30% of young people in Australia drop out of or change their university course within the first 
year. Many young people don’t even consider studying VET due to incorrect perceptions or through lack of 
understanding of the sector.  
 
It’s no secret that employers love job applicants who have TAFE qualifications, including those who graduate 
from a university degree with a VET qualification. VET graduates are considered to have ‘job ready’ skills 
and in the future labour market in Australia with 1 in every 2 young people expected to complete a Bachelor 
degree, it is more important than ever to have diverse skills, industry experience and more than one 
qualification (e.g., a Bachelor of Engineering with a TAFE Diploma in Project Management). 
 
Did you know that several occupations predicted to have the most jobs growth by 2025 are in vocational 
training areas and in the industries with the most growth (e.g., health and community services, construction, 
and accommodation and food services)? Source: http://bit.ly/1mab7j7  Specific occupations with the biggest 
growth prediction include waiters, aged and disabled carers, general clerks, chefs, ICT support technicians, 
electricians, education aides, child carers, enrolled nurses, cleaners etc. Current skills shortages are in 
occupations such as automotive trades, food trades, construction trades, and building professionals.  
 
A report, titled: ‘Perceptions Are Not Reality: myths, realities & the critical role of vocational education & 
training in Australia’, was released by Skilling Australia Foundation.  
It revealed the following: 

• VET graduates earn wages comparable to, if not exceeding, that of university graduates.  
• VET graduates have a higher employment rate than university undergraduates. More than 78% of 

VET graduates are employed after training. 
• VET courses have adapted more readily to changing workforce needs.  

 
It is advisable that students consider undertaking VET study during their gap year (e.g., gap year traineeship 
or TAFE course) and concurrently with their university studies (if time permits).   
 
Other benefits of TAFE courses include: 

• Higher level courses (e.g., Diploma) can provide a direct pathway into university courses with credit. 
• Can give you the opportunity to trial an industry or career area before you commit to university study. 
• Can give you a qualification you can use to gain part time work whilst undertaking university study. 

 
Do you know you can study a huge range of vocational courses at TAFE? TAFE provides students with the 
opportunity to: 

• Undertake applied learning 
• Gain ‘industry ready’ experience 
• Learn about industries and careers   
• Obtain a qualification in a relatively short time frame. 
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The following are example courses you could consider: 
 
Jane knows she loves working with people, has excellent written and verbal communication skills, is creative, 
loves thinking outside the box, is highly organised and enjoys solving problems. She explores the following 
TAFE courses: 

• Public Relations 
• Marketing 
• Advertising 
• Professional Writing and Editing 
• Broadcast Journalism 
• Liberal Arts 
• Library and Information Services 

 
Sheridan loves sciences and health and is considering working in rehabilitation, medical sciences or allied 
health in the future. She explores the following courses: 

• Dental Technology 
• Nursing 
• Massage and Myotherapy 
• Allied Health Assistance 
• Laboratory Technology 
• Pathology Collection 

 
Paul knows he loves helping people and that he would like to work in counselling, case management, or 
human services in the future. He explores the following courses: 

• Community Services 
• Youth Work 
• Disability Services 
• Mental Health 
• Alcohol and other Drugs  
• Aged Care 

 
 
 
 
CONTENTS 
 
Vocational and Higher Education News 

Launch your Career in Early Childhood Education & Care 
Academy of Interactive Entertainment 
Cotton Australia Careers in Agriculture 
Letz Live Gap Year Program 
CareerHQ How To Find A Job Program 
Local Government NSW Careers 
40 free new career pathway brochures 
Fee-Free Short Courses for Summer and Ongoing Employment 
A day in the life of an RDA Apprentice 
Exploring Careers Videos 
Search for TAFE courses 
Train to become a flight attendant 
Australian Defence Force 
Interested in forensic science? 
Music Careers Guide 
Who wants to be an engineer? 
Outdoor Education and Recreation 



 

3 
 

VOCATIONAL AND HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS 
 
Launch your Career in Early Childhood Education & Care 
Live Webinar Event, 4 Nov at 10am Join the Department of Education and TAFE NSW to explore the Early 
Childhood Education industry. Students will get a first-hand look at roles within this rewarding career path 
where graduates can develop the minds of infants/toddlers, provide preschool education, or help children 
with disabilities achieve their full potential. 
https://tafenswevents.eventsair.com/lycecec/21lycecec/Site/Register 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Academy of Interactive Entertainment 
Are you passionate about making FILM your career? Discover courses in Filmmaking and Virtual Production 
at AIE's Film Career Day on Saturday 30 October 2021. AIE Sydney and Canberra will be opening their doors 
to future filmmakers eager to find out how to get started in 2022. Registrations are essential and can be found 
at - https://hubs.la/H0ZrQPc0 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Cotton Australia Careers in Agriculture 
Students wanting to start a career in agriculture or have a unique experience (while being paid) before 
starting tertiary education can try cotton. Cotton Jobs Australia has been launched to connect prospective 
employees with cotton growers looking to attract Year 12 leavers to help maintain and pick the 2021/22 
crop through a simple online form. Apply today: https://cottonaustralia.com.au/jobs 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Letz Live Gap Year Program 
Letz Live have launched a Camp Assistant program in the UK. This 6-8 month program starts March/April 
2022. Working at an outdoor activity camp these are paid roles with accommodation and meals included. 
https://www.letzlive.org/programmes/working-holiday-uk-activity-camps/ 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
CareerHQ How To Find A Job Program 
A ten-module course aimed at helping students feel more confident when looking for their first job and giving 
them tools they can use throughout their career including resume writing, finding opportunities and interview 
preparation. https://howtofindajob.members-only.online/sales 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Local Government NSW Careers 
Local Government offers a surprisingly large number of career opportunities in every community across 
Australia. Students interested in planning, engineering, environmental management or a career outdoors in 
parks and gardens maintenance, road construction, water and wastewater treatment or a career in 
community services, should check out Careers at Council - https://www.careersatcouncil.com.au/ 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
40 free new career pathway brochures 
TAFE NSW has recently published documents to help guide your students who are looking for career options, 
new skills, and VET to support current and future employment trends. Developed in consultation with key 
industry partners, these brochures are perfect for students to find their pathway at TAFE NSW 
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/schools/pathway-brochures 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Fee-Free Short Courses for Summer and Ongoing Employment 
This summer is expected to be an absolute bumper. Many employers will need summer staff to cope with 
the huge demand of jobs across a variety of industries. 
This is why the NSW Government is offering fee-free, industry aligned short course for young people wanting 
to learn new skills. 
School leavers and 16 to 24-year old’s can now access the Summer Skills program, which is designed to 
allow your students to explore their interests and gain valuable skills that they will be able to take with them, 

https://tafenswevents.eventsair.com/lycecec/21lycecec/Site/Register
https://hubs.la/H0ZrQPc0
https://cottonaustralia.com.au/jobs
https://www.letzlive.org/programmes/working-holiday-uk-activity-camps/
https://howtofindajob.members-only.online/sales
https://www.careersatcouncil.com.au/
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/schools/pathway-brochures
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wherever they end up. 
There are heaps of courses and locations available, giving students the opportunity to travel around amazing 
NSW destinations. The training offered also responds to the demand of booming industries State-wide, which 
will effectively upskill young people and get them a job straight out of the gate. 
Important dates: Students must enrol by 28 February 2022. Courses must be completed by 30 April 2022. 
Applicants must live or work in NSW. 
Find out more and enrol for free courses to kick-start your summer adventure 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
A day in the life of an RDA Apprentice 
Ronil Prasad 
4:30am: I am a morning person so the earlier the better. My day starts at 4.30am with my alarm going off. I 
can confidently say that my dog does not have the same love of early mornings as I do, so he very happily 
goes back to sleep. I have a shower, get dressed, have a coffee and set some time to have plenty of hugs 
with the dog, before I leave for the day. 
Read Ronil’s full story 
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Exploring Careers Videos 
The team at Explore Careers have a bunch of videos on their YouTube Channel to explore. Here are a few 
that may interest you 

• From Graduate to Engineer at Fulton Hogan 
• Life as a Cadet at the Australian Defence Force Academy 
• Talking to the Victorian Apprentice of the Year 

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Search for TAFE courses 

• Victorian Skills Gateway website - www.skills.vic.gov.au/s/ 
• TAFE NSW - http://bit.ly/1mgtM05  
• MySkills (Australia wide) - http://bit.ly/2gWp25g  

It’s important to note that many courses have optional or compulsory information sessions that run between 
now and the end of the year. You will need to ensure that you attend these sessions and also fulfil any 
portfolio or selection task requirements.  
You may be eligible for free or low-cost courses at TAFE.  

• Victorian TAFEs: Free TAFE and JobTrainer initiatives, www.skills.vic.gov.au/s  
• NSW TAFEs: Smart & Skilled and JobTrainer initiatives, https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/ 

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Train to become a flight attendant 
The following are examples of two institutions that offer flight attendant training in the Melbourne area: 

• Aviation Australia - Training runs in blocks with numerous starting dates throughout the year. You can 
explore start dates, location and fees at this link - https://aviationaustralia.aero/  

• William Angliss - Offers the Certificate III in Aviation (Cabin Crew). To find out about the course, go 
to www.angliss.edu.au 

 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Australian Defence Force 
 
Gap Year Program - It isn’t too late to apply for the Gap Year Program. There are still roles open in the Navy, 
Army and Air Force. The Gap Year program offers students a fantastic opportunity to work for the ADF for 
12-months, meet people from all over Australia, develop skills in team work, initiative and leadership, and 
earn a high wage. Apply via https://bit.ly/3eKYXP8  
 
Events - November 

• 8: Air Force Careers   
• 10: ADFA Careers 
• 16: Trade Careers 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/skills-nsw/skills-initiatives/summer-skills
https://explorecareers.com.au/employers/rheinmetall-defence-australia/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=172745707&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JTDXnCgi4U9HaDFkPAaTCzuwihGz-_2Ov9GZZF00hpwvMtvxE4F9tx8FrVaE0pIlov4o24B7zfi3BZjzbxp2SD4t2e-hGBfEAOhoh9iFMoLJ4Les&utm_content=172745707&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCklIY1In1Q-9hJirnxb2CgQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9Jm1mwG0sE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbre32axEwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xZZJNODfVsE
http://www.skills.vic.gov.au/s/
http://bit.ly/1mgtM05
http://bit.ly/2gWp25g
http://www.skills.vic.gov.au/s
https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/
https://aviationaustralia.aero/
http://www.angliss.edu.au/
https://bit.ly/3eKYXP8
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• 17: Women in Defence 
• 23: Defence Careers 

 
You can watch past sessions on the following topics 

• ADF Careers Information Session 
• Royal Military College 
• Navy Officer 
• Navy Technical Trades 
• General Entry 
• Women in Defence 

For information, to register your place, and to watch past webinars, go to https://bit.ly/2MpyMUj  
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Interested in forensic science? 
 
Web series - Afterlife is a web series that explores what goes on behind the doors at the Victorian Institute 
of Forensic Medicine and the Coroners Court of Victoria. 
Join Meshel Laurie and Catherine McClements as they interview Melbourne’s real Silent Witness and meet 
some of Australia’s top forensic and legal experts, including  

• forensic pathologists 
• anthropologists 
• toxicologists 
• odontologists 
• molecular biologists 
• physicians  
• coroners 

https://bit.ly/3eC56xc  
 
Forensic Science Careers - Explore careers in forensic science and study pathways at https://bit.ly/2TbU4WS  
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Music Careers Guide 
The Australian Institute of Music (AIM) has developed a career guide for people passionate about pursuing 
a career in the music industry. The guide features over 75 occupations! You can access the guide via 
https://bit.ly/3pf4vtZ  
Check out Music courses at AIM and register to watch their virtual open day on demand via 
https://aim.edu.au/  
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Who wants to be an engineer? 
Do you prefer building bridges or creating engines? Who has more fun – a civil engineer or an aerospace 
engineer? Bring together skills and knowledge with a degree at RMIT. Play this game to find out what type 
of engineering you’d be best suited to, and about student life at RMIT, https://bit.ly/2MVJrDK  
 BACK TO CONTENTS 
 
Outdoor Education and Recreation 
Have you considered studying outdoor education or outdoor recreation? You can study outdoor recreation at 
TAFE institutes, private providers and via a traineeship at outdoor education centres such as Camp 
Coolamatong, Victoria and Outward Bound, NSW. 
You can also study outdoor education and outdoor recreation at university. The following are examples of 
courses you can explore: 

• Victoria University - Footscray Park: Bachelor of Outdoor Leadership, https://bit.ly/2Qlzukf  
• La Trobe University - Bendigo: Bachelor of Outdoor and Sustainability Education, 

https://bit.ly/3vw8HXd  
• Federation University - Ballarat and Gippsland campuses: Bachelor of Outdoor and Environmental 

Education, Bachelor of Sport, Physical and Outdoor Education, https://study.federation.edu.au/  

https://bit.ly/2MpyMUj
https://bit.ly/3eC56xc
https://bit.ly/2TbU4WS
https://bit.ly/3pf4vtZ
https://aim.edu.au/
https://bit.ly/2MVJrDK
https://bit.ly/2Qlzukf
https://bit.ly/3vw8HXd
https://study.federation.edu.au/

